


Programme – Tuesday 28 September 2010
8.00 am – 8.45 am Registration

8.45 am – 9.00 am Welcome

9.00 am – 10.00 am

Keynote Address

Session 1 Elements of professional learning
Dr Dennis Sparks

10.00 am – 10.45 am Session 2 Applying knowledge of ethnicity, class and 
culture to narrow the learning gap
Professor Barry McGaw AO

10.45 am – 11.15 am Morning Tea

11.15 am – 11.45 am Session 3 Professional Learning Principles

Facilitated Consultation /reflection

11.45 am – 12.45 pm

Facilitated Panel Interview 
and Discussion

Session 4

Colin Pidd

Enhancing teaching quality for student learning
Dr. Ben Jensen
Dr Dennis Sparks
Patrick Lee

12.45 pm – 1.30 pm Lunch

1.30 pm – 2.30 pm Session 5 Leveraging technology as a resource for 
professional learning
Dr Dennis Sparks
Susan Mann 

2.30 pm – 3.30 pm Session 6

Colin Pidd

Professional Learning Principles
Facilitated Consultation/ reflection

3.30 pm – 4.30 pm Session 7 Developing policy and advocacy for professional 
learning
Dr Dennis Sparks
Patrick Lee 
Susan Gazis AM

+ Questions (15 minutes) 

4.30 pm – 5.00 pm Session 8
Colin Pidd

Facilitator Summation

5.00 pm Close

The Australian Professional Teachers’ Association will be conducting a one day conference on 
Tuesday 28 September 2010 to be held at the Sydney Masonic Centre, Goulburn Street Sydney. 
International and national keynote speakers include: Dr Dennis Sparks, Prof Barry McGaw AO,  
Dr Ben Jensen, Patrick Lee (CEO NSWIT) and Susan Mann (CEO Education Services Aust), who will 
present, explore and discuss the future directions of professional learning.

The conference will look at a range of elements of professional learning including; applying knowledge 
of ethnicity, class and culture to narrow the learning gap; look at ways to enhance teaching quality 
for student learning: leveraging technology as a resource for professional learning and will seek to 
develop policy and advocacy for professional learning. 



Conference Registration 
Please print and complete all relevant sections and return with payment:

Send completed registration forms to APTA conference convenor Mr Kim Tsolakis:  
PO Box 1096, Leichhardt NSW 2040 or fax to 02 9564 2342.  
The completed registration form becomes your Tax Invoice – ABN: 72 942 466 198 

Registration closes on Tuesday 21 September 2010.

Title: ________ Given Name: ________________________________ Surname: ________________________________

Preferred name for conference badge: ___________________________________________________________________

Institution/Organisation name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: (Please indicate if this is a q  Personal or q Business address)______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________  Postcode: ____________________

Phone: _________________________  Mob: __________________________   Fax: ___________________________

Email: __________________________________ Special requirements, specify _________________________________

Please select appropriate delegate registration 
information: (All fees quoted are GST Inclusive)

Registration      Cost Please send payment to:

Personal details:

Standard Registration q  $350 APTA Conference 2010 
PO Box 1096 
LEICHHARDT NSW 2040Please complete one registration form for each delegate

                                                
Please select one of the following payment methods:

Cheque to be made payable to “Australian Professional Teachers Association”

School Order Form – School will be invoiced

Electronic Funds Transfer – Please notify APTA of your EFT payment, conference@apta.edu.au
	 Name: Australian Professional Teachers Association	  

Institution: Westpac
	 BSB: 032-267		
	 A/C: 14-4253

Credit Card – Please complete ALL details and fax to +61 2 9564 2342

q MasterCard q Visa Cardholder’s Name: 

Card Number: ___ ___ ___ ___ /___ ___ ___ ___ / ___ ___ ___ ___ / ___ ___ ___ ___    Expiry Date: ___ ___ /___ ___  

Signature: _____________________________________________________________    Amount: $ _______________

Privacy Disclosure
APTA respects your privacy and is committed to protect your personal information. Your registration details are collected so 
information about the conference may be provided to you.  

P. +61 2 9564 3322  •  F. +61 2 9564 2342  •  conference@apta.edu.au  •  www.apta.edu.au  •  ABN. 72 942 466 198



Conference Information
Conference Venue
The conference venue is the Sydney Masonic Centre (SMC) Conference and Function Centre, 
66 Goulburn Street  Sydney NSW 2000. The Centre offers first class facilities to both delegates 
and presenters. Its central location means that accommodation, restaurants and the central 
business district are all within walking distance. Locality map: http://maps.google.com.au/
maps?hl=en&tab=wl

Entitlements
Fully registered participants will be entitled to a conference folder, printed materials, 
participation in all sessions, morning tea and lunch, and electronic access to copies of 
presentations.

Special Needs
Delegates with special requirements should ensure details are included on the registration form 
in the ‘special requirements’ section. Special dietary requirements must be advised in advance, 
as special meals cannot be arranged without seven days’ notice to the venues.

What to Wear
Conference sessions: smart casual

Weather
Spring weather in Sydney is usually mild and sunny with average temperatures ranging from  
13 – 22 Celsius (56 – 72F).

Transport
The Centre is a short stroll from both Museum and Central Stations. Various modes of public 
transport operate throughout Sydney. An extensive bus, rail and ferry network enables visitors 
to enjoy Sydney at reasonable prices. Car parking is available at the Wilson Parking Station 
diagonally opposite the venue.
Airport transport: The Airport Shuttle bus and train link are available from Sydney airport to  
various points throughout Sydney.

Cancellation Policy
Registration cancellations must be received by the Conference Secretariat Office in writing. 
Notification by fax or email will be acknowledged, and such acknowledgement should be 
retained. A refund (less 20% administration charge) will be given for cancellations received by 
Friday 3 September. No refunds will be given after this date, but substitute participants are 
welcome. Please advise the secretariat of the substitute delegate’s name and contact details 
prior to the event.

Program Disclaimer
The speakers, topics and times are correct at the time of publication however, in the event of 
unforeseen circumstances, the organisers reserve the right to alter or delete items from the 
Conference programme.

Privacy Act
In registering for this conference, relevant details will be incorporated into a list of attendees 
for the benefit of all delegates (name and organisation only), and may be made available 
to conference sponsors (subject to strict conditions). APTA respects your privacy and is 
committed to protect your personal information.  



Conference Speakers

Professor Barry McGaw AO
ACARA Chair

Professor Barry McGaw is a Professorial Fellow (half-time) at the University of 
Melbourne where he is Executive Director of the Assessing and Teaching 21st 
Century Skills Project, a collaborative initiative of Cisco, Intel and Microsoft.

Prior to returning to Australia at the end of 2005, he was Director for Education at 
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). He had 
earlier been Executive Director of the Australian Council for Educational Research 
(ACER) and Professor of Education at Murdoch University. He was originally a 
science teacher in Queensland secondary schools. He holds BSc, DipEd and 
BEd(Hons) degrees from the University of Queensland and EdM and PhD from the 
University of Illinois.

Professor McGaw is a Fellow of the Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia, 
the Australian Psychological Society, the Australian College of Educators and the 
International Academy of Education. He received an Australian Centenary Medal 
in 2000 and was appointed an Officer in the Order of Australia in 2004. He was 
the 2005–2006 recipient of University of Illinois Alumni Award for Exceptional 
Achievement.

Dr Dennis Sparks
Executive Director, National Staff Development Council

Dr Dennis Sparks has been executive director of the 10,000-member 
National Staff Development Council since 1984. Before this position, he was 
an independent educational consultant and director of the Northwest Staff 
Development Center, a state and federally-funded teacher center in Livonia, 
Michigan. Dr Sparks also has been a teacher, counselor and co-director of an 
alternative high school. Having completed his PhD in counseling at the University 
of Michigan in 1976, and having taught in several universities Dr Sparks has given 
speeches and conducted workshops throughout North America on topics such as 
powerful staff development and effective teaching.

Dennis Sparks assists leaders and leadership teams in developing their capacity 
to continuously improve teaching and learning in all classrooms. He is emeritus 
executive director of the National Staff Development Council. Sparks is the author 
of Leading for Results, published by Corwin Press and NSDC. His newest book is 
Leadership 180: Daily Meditations for School Leaders, and was published in 2010. 

Dr Sparks writes a monthly column for Results, a newsletter published by 
the National Staff Development Council and four times a year interviews an 
educational leader for the Journal of Staff Development, the magazine of the 
National Staff Development Council. His articles also have appeared in a wide 
variety of publications, including Educational Leadership, Phi Delta Kappan, The 
American School Board Journal, The Principal and The School Administrator.

Dr Sparks is co-author with Stephanie Hirsh of A New Vision for Staff 
Development (1997), co-published by ASCD and NSCD; with Joan Richardson 
of What is Staff Development Anyway? (1998); with Stephanie Hirsh, Learning to 
Lead, Leading to Learn (2000); and author of Conversations That Matter (2001), a 
collection of his interviews since 1991.



Conference Speakers
Dr Ben Jensen
Program Director, School Education, Grattan Institute

Dr Jensen holds a PhD in Economics from the University of Melbourne and is 
Director of the school education program at the Grattan Institute.

Dr Jensen spent five years in the OECD Education Directorate, where he analysed 
effective education policies and programs amongst OECD countries. In particular, he 
led an expert group examining how to accurately and meaningfully measure school 
performance and an international network comparing public policies that affect how 
schools operate and are organised.

Much of Dr Jensen’s work is concentrated on effective teaching practices, teacher 
management, and school leadership, and their effect on school outcomes.

Mr Patrick Lee
Chief Executive NSW Institute of Teachers

Mr Patrick Lee was appointed in December 2009 for a fi ve year term as the new 
Chief Executive of the NSW Institute of Teachers.

Prior to being appointed CEO, Mr Lee was Manager Initial Teacher Education and 
Professional Learning at the NSW Institute of Teachers. He had previously been 
advisor to the NSW Minister for Education and Training and held various roles in the 
Independent Education Union of Australia.

Mr Patrick Lee is the New South Wales Government nominee to the Australian 
Institute of Teachers and School Leadership (AITSL) Board of Directors.

Ms Susan Mann
Education Services Australia

Ms Susan Mann was appointed as the Chief Executive Officer of the new cross-
sectoral service provider, Education Services Australia, in March 2010, after the 
merger of two ministerial companies, Curriculum Corporation and Education.au 
limited.

Prior to this appointment, Ms Mann was the Chief Executive Officer of Curriculum 
Corporation since 2005, particularly focusing on the transformative potential of 
information and communication technologies for education, national curriculum 
consistency and national assessment.

From 2001 to 2005, Ms Mann played a key role in the conceptualisation and 
leadership of the Learning Federation, an Australian and New Zealand government 
initiative producing digital content, distribution architecture and content development 
standards for schools.  

Ms Susan Mann is a member of The Australian Information and Communications 
Technology in Education Committee (AICTEC), a national, cross-sectoral committee 
responsible for providing advice to all Australian Ministers of Education and Training 
on the use of ICT in Australian education and training and the implementation of the 
Digital Education Revolution.  



Conference Speakers
Ms Susan Gazis AM
President, Australian Professional Teachers Association

Ms Susan Gazis is the President of the Australian Professional Teachers 
Association (APTA). Prior to this position she was the Vice President of APTA.

Ms Gazis has taught English, History, Drama and Society and Culture in New 
South Wales state high schools for 22 years. Ms Gazis is currently working at the 
NSW Institute of Teachers as the Senior Policy Officer for Professional Learning. 

Ms Gazis holds other executive positions in various professional teaching 
associations. She is the Treasurer of the Professional Teachers’ Council of New 
South Wales and Treasurer of the English Teachers’ Association of NSW. Her 
professional interests include leadership, professional teaching standards, teacher 
professional learning and curriculum design and development.

Ms Gazis received was appointed a member of the Order of Australia in 2004 for 
service to education and to the teaching profession.

Mr Colin Pidd
Director, BTLi international consulting company 

Colin works all over the world with some of the planet’s most iconic companies 
and organisations. He is a “Whole System Change” expert and has worked with 
leadership teams in unusual places such as a Castle in Transylvania and on the 
Great Wall of China . He is committed to global action and has facilitated many 
international conferences in health, education, media and beyond. He is also a 
director of a local boutique consulting company that is committed to working 
with organisations that can’t afford consultants. Before becoming a consultant 
he worked in fashion, education, broadcasting and finance. Colin is the Creative 
Collaborator and Facilitator for CI 2010.

SYDNEY CONVENTION CENTRE
29 September – 1 October 2010


